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honest with you. | can't figure it out. All | know is, by your fruits you shall be known.
And all I know is, we were out for three months. And then | know that we lost all the
good conditions that we had be? fore- -we lost everything. And the pressure was on
then after the strike. I'm going to tell you, we had a tough life for a long time! Yeah,
industrial relations were de? plorable. And the men bore the brunt of the bad
industrial relations, after the strike. We went back in like whipped dogs. We didn't
win that strike, we lost it. When | took one look at that, that was a good lesson. One
look at that was enough. And, like you say, | don't think the aver? age person knew
what he was doing, why he was out on strike. And we lost. They were the toughest
three months, probably, that | ever went through. And | was lucky, | only had a
couple of children at the time. When | think of some of them with 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11
children. And then when we went back--geez, | was in the hole for years. Before |
ever got back out of the hole. It was ridiculous. Strike benefits--1 think | was getting
five dol? lars a week or something. | had two chil? dren. And God, you know, it was
terrible. The only thing that saved me, and a lot of other people, is--we had bootleg
pits. And | sold some coal to the merchants, for groceries, for food for my children
and my wife. But now, my home at the time, | didn't make any payments on the
house, and | went behind--you know, there's three months' payments. And on the
things that | had in the home, that | owed on, | went behind in all of those things.
And some of the things--some of the things--it hurts me to say it--but we lost them.
That was a good thing for me, in a sense, and it was good for my men in a
sense--for 22 years. Because | learned a lesson then that strikes--they weren't the
Utopia that people thought they were, or the answer--to what people thought they
were. Or, there was not much glamour to them, that those younger people think,
that's attached to a strike. They think it's glamourous .... That was '47. In 1954
(Freeman) got defeat? ed. (That's seven years, after he lost that strike. How do you
explain that? You were a coal miner un? der him. Why did he stay in?) Seven years?
Well, I'm go? ing to tell you. He was a very intelli? gent fellow. Freeman. Very
intelligent leader. And I'd say that, in those days, probably--there was nobody ran
against him, that was qualified to defeat him. (That's not good enough.) No, | know.
But Harold C. M. Gordon Vice President and General Manager of Dominion Coa
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