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plant. But that was just one little sec? tion. You go across the track, and you're right
in there. (So this was a new place to you.) This was down in the main part of the
plant. (You'd never been in there.) You couldn't get in there. They weren't allow? ing
any kids, any boys, to go in there. On? ly ones that got in there were people who
were employed in the plant and going to work. So there was no way you could get
in there beforehand. Nobody got in the steel plant. They had watchmen on the
gates. So  it was inaccessible  to people.  LDM Quality Products  Hair Loss! 
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So I knew that I had to go in through the gate right by where the overpass is
there--used to be a subway then. I knew I had to go in that gate. And when I went in
that gate, I asked the watchmari where this place I had to go to--department called
the General Yard Department. But I was fortunate enough that while I was going
into work-- there was a man who knew my father. And he was a foreman in the
department where I was going. So fate always somehow manag-  "We're people you
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CENTRE       562-001 8  es to play his hand--has a role in these things. And he knew
my father well. Freddy Robinson. And he said, "Well, come on with me. Ruck," he
said. "I'm going there."  And he took me down, through all the shortcuts. There's no
way I would ever have found that place by my own. 'Cause the watchman was
giving me the long way, which would be the most simple way, you see. But
Robinson--he took me through the mills, here and there shortcuts--that's the most
direct way. Up and down the lad? der, in this building, open that door....  I went into
a little office, there was a fellow sitting behind a chair. His name was Dan Burke. I
gave him my card and he took it. And he took my number down--1057. The big
building where all the fellows that were coming to work--a lot of new people were
hired that day. And I sat with that group. There were others who had been working
for some time, were there. Then finally he came out.  And all of us fellows that were
hired that day, he told us to go down to the Open Hearth Department. We didn't
even know where the Open Hearth Department was. And it was dark--pitch dark.
There was no great amount of streetlights on there, you had to feel your way and
follow somebody who knew where they were going. This was at nighttime--11
o'clock.  Went in the Open Hearth Department. And talk about being
frightened--seeing these big furnaces, and flames shooting out all over-- and
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coming at you. And the noise of the overhead cranes, the charging cars, and peo?
ple walking. You're scared to death! You had to walk between these furnaces in
order to go where we were going. And the flames some? times would be shooting
out from the gas.  Anyway, we went in there--somebody guided us in. And we went
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