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never heard of it. But my father--! was telling you about him. He always slept with
his Bible under his pillow, so he wouldn't have nightmares or bad dreams or
anything. And if he was drinking or any? thing, no matter what happened, he'd get
down on his knees and he said his prayers. And he was staying here, up at Jim's--I
guess it was before Mom and Dad were mar? ried. | know it was the story that they
told me about. And he came home, and he was drunk, and he tried to get in bed
without (the lady of the house) seeing him. So he went up to bed, and he said his
prayers, and he took the Bible off the nightstand to put it under his pillow. It was in
her boys' room, eh? And | guess when she got up to make the bed the next day,
when she lifted up his pillow--it was Seven Days in a Whorehouse. (That was the
book?) It was a bad book that her son had had. And Dad had it underneath this
pillow, for the Bible-- that's how drunk he was. He always slept with his Bible under
his pillow. So did Mom. | don't know why. Mom always did. They always did that, to
say you have good dreams--if you do dream--or stop nightmares. That was faith--he
really believed that. Dad. And Mom--God, when my mom died her Bible was the
most dog-eared thing you ever saw. (Spent a lot of time under her pillow.) Oh, and
everything--pieces written into it--little things, slips of paper, there were things
written onto it. There were a couple of things she had. My God, they were beautiful.
| don't know where she got them. Out of old magazines, papers, you know. | don't
know where they came from. Some of them | had never ever seen before. Sydney
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(We were talking about getting some warn? ing, or some message that things might
happen, before they happen.) ... Like my grandfather's death, | know | wrote that
down. (Before it happened.) Oh, | wrote that out months before, just to prove a
point--even the date--that's the date it happened. They were sitting up one night
waiting for him to die. | said, "He's not going to die yet"--1 know it was sometime in
April--"'cause | just wrote it down." And that's when he died. So | thought, well this
can't be all crazy. That, to me, it was just like--a flash, you know. It's strange when
it happens, though--it's just a flash. It's just a split second, you can see so much
some? times. (And you trust it. That's the other thing. You trust it, you believe it's
really a message to you.) Well, when you see it, and you know.... One time | used
to tell it. Freddie (Ella's husband), one time, | told him about his father. Nobody
knew he was sick--he wasn't sick. And he was going away to work. We were just
playing cards. And we were play? ing for a couple of hours, and we had com? pany
in. He was at one end of the table and | was at the other, and | said, "Look," | said, "I
think you should quit playing cards." This was about 11 o'clock at night. | said, "Go
up and see your father." | said, "This might be the last time you'll ever see him like
he is." He said, "What do you mean?" "Your father's going to die." NO SQUAWK
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