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pass to take it out as scrap. You'd carry it out. At that time you could go up and buy
scrap. Well, say you got 10 pounds-- oh, 50C, or $1.00, at the general office, and
he'd give you a slip to take it out. Same way with nails. If you were building a house
and you wanted nails, you'd get an order for 50 pounds of nails. So you'd go in on
the plant, and you'd come out with maybe two kegs of nails. When you'd pass the
fellow at the gate, he got the slip. He doesn't check--they never checked you out in
those days. (So it went out as scrap.) You bought a piece of scrap. Actu? ally, it was
brand-new nails.  Now, you could buy scrap barbed wire. Like, for instance, when it
was going through the machine, she'd have a cobble, she'd catch, and you'd only
get a half a roll. Well, you could buy a half, or you'd go in and you'd buy the scrap.
But in that scrap you'd throw in 3 or 4 complete rolls. And you'd pass them in the
slip.  (Well, it's ways to augment your income.) Yeah. I remember one time one of
our watchmen caught a fellow with a lunch can full of nails. He was over before the 
chief, and the chief gave the watchman hell for saying a word. He said, "Why don't
you catch some of those fellows that are going with 10 kegs of nails?" he said.
"Never mind the fellow with the lunch can." Gave him hell for catching the fel? low
with--that's the way it was.  Everybody knew everybody. If I had a friend of mine
that got into trouble, I could go up and talk to the chief. I knew him. I'd say, "Look," I
said, "Chief, he's got 5 kids. And he's just getting along, and he's having...." "Oh,
send him back to work."  I don't know what it was, but there was something that--I
had a camaraderie with all of them, that I could talk to most any of them. From
Clem Anson--one fellow asked me, he said one time, "How can you talk to Clem
Anson like that?" I said, "Clem An? son's only a man." As I said before, he's no
better than I. He's got a better job, and I call him Mr. Anson. But there's no reason
why I can't talk to him. He's not God. No, he was just another human being. (Clem
Anson was a former "general manager of the steel plant. See "C. M. (Clem) An?  son
and Steel"  Your Souvenir & Christmas Gift  A PLACE APART  THE CAPE BRETON
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~  in Issue 28 of CAPE BRETON'S MAGAZINE.)  And that's been my philoso? phy all
my lifetime.  (But you do make it clear there was the sense of fami? ly, the sense of
caring for one another in the Open Hearth--or in the steel plant in general perhaps,)
Generally--the whole thing. Like, the Blast Furnace had the same thing--they had
their own benefit society, that they paid people $10 a week. And $10 a week then
was a lot of money.  Now I can tell you this. I remember being laying in my bed
home, after my leg was off. And two men came in the bedroom. And they threw a
bunch of money on the bed-- couple of bagfuls. There  (  North Sydney Mall  - With
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