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play something. Choose a tune and ask him if he could play it for you. He just--he
wouldn't play for you at all then. (Just wouldn't play at all?) No. He was diffi? cult.
Probably he didn't mean to be. But it's just--he had his own set of tunes that he
thought you should appreciate. He'd play them and that was it. (So your father
never really taught Ther? esa?) No. My brother Donald taught Theresa. It wasn't
very hard to teach Theresao The first time she picked the violin up, she could play
it. She was very easy to learn. I'd say again that she had a gift, natural talent.
Theresa was 9 years old when she played for her first dance. Theresa and I. And |
had the guitar. | was a little older than Ther? esa. | was 12. We went to the dance in
Riv? er Denys, | think it was in the school. We went and we played--there wasn't
such a thing then as a stage. We sat (on a chair) on the floor and we played violin
and the guitar. | can't remember how we got to the dance or how we got home. But
| know we were there. And they christened us "The MacLellan Sisters" that night,
and that name stuck to us over the years. (Were you the only two players that
night?) We were the only two 'players. (And people danced?) Oh, danced--well |
guess! Square dance--well | guess they did. In those days it wasn't such a thing as
9 to 1. Then, if you went to a dance at 8:30 and you played till 4, everybody would
stay. So | guess we were there quite a long time. We were there till around 3
o'clock. And we were just kids, you know, we should have been in bedo But we were
out making a living, | guess you'd call it. | would truthfully say, from experience at
other dances, we got $3 each. | don't think it was ever known before, for a little girl
like Theresa--she was a very small and tiny little girl, a very ti? ny little thing. Took
the chair and sat in the corner all night and played the violin. It was remarkable
when you stop and think about it. No sound system--no, nothing. We had all ki.ids of
tunes that we had in the back of our minds, you know, that were com? ing out.
(Where did your father get his violin and bow?) | don't know where he got his violin,
really, first going off. But as a boy, he had a homemade bow, as a kid. And he al?
ways told us the story at home about him being a little, little boy at home--he was 8
or 9 or 10 years old, something like that. He was brought up in Broad Cove. He
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