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said, "The magazine is afire at Wellington Barracks. I'm calling for volunteers to go
up there to see what you can do about fighting this fire. If the magazine blows up,"
he said, "you'll go up if you're here just the same as you were on top of it-- there's
that much explosives in that hole." So | volunteered to go, and there v/ere 20 men
volunteered to go with me. When we got up there, the navy had a line? up from
down in the magazine right across the drill grounds over to the other side. And they
were just passing boxes of ammuni? tion like that, from one to the other, car? rying
it out. So the officer that was in charge there, he said to me, "Sergeant, we've got
all the help we need here. The North End for two miles is flattened. Take your men
and go down there and start rescu? ing people." He said, "Martial law's been
declared and you can commandeer any kind of a vehicle for taking wounded to the
hos? pital. Leave the dead where they lay, and just take the wounded." So | worked
in that all that day till 10 o'clock that night. We were picking up those wounded here
and there. Oh, there were a lot of people wounded--although there were hun? dreds
dead where they were. And after we got out all we could find alive, we started piling
up the dead outside, piling them up in the road. And there were vehic? les taking
them away all the time. And there was a blizzard of a snowstorm came that night.
It was 10 o'clock when | got back to the Armouries. | don't know where my men
went, there were only half a dozen came back with me. And the next morn? ing the
regimental sergeant-major had the bugler blow the "Fall in" again, and we fell in.
And he said, "They've been piling dead in that schoolhouse right across from the
Armouries there. There's no roof or an? ything on it. | want you fellows to go o- ver
there and start sweeping the snow off of them and washing their faces," he said, "so
people coming in might identify their own." So that's the job we had that fore?
noon, cleaning the faces of the dead. And there were some awful sights there, too.
Some of them, wasn't much of a face on them. We worked in that till we got that all
cleaned up, all that day. Then all of us fellows that worked in that dirty work all that
time, we were sent out of there, and we rested for three days. Then we marched
back in again, and went o- ver to Dartmouth on patrol duty--stores were all broken,
no windows in them, most of them boarded out. And we were just pa? trolling the
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